VIOLENCE   DISPOSES   OF   CONSCIENCE

throughout the humanist world; and even some of
Calvin's intimates advised him to make peace. For in-
stance, the famous scholar and theologian Frangois
Baudouin wrote to Geneva: "You can now realize what
Melanchthon thinks of the bitterness with which you
persecute this man; and also how far Melanchthon is
from approving your paradoxes. Is there any sense in
your continuing to describe Castellio as a second Satan,
while simultaneously honouring Melanchthon as an
angel?"

It is, however, futile to attempt to teach or appease a
fanatic. Strangely (or logically) enough, Melanchthon's
letter acted by contraries on Calvin, whose animus
against Castellio was intensified by Melanchthon's cham-
pionship. Calvin knew only too well that these pacifist
intellectuals were more dangerous to his militant
dictatorship than were Rome, Loyola, and the members
of the Society of Jesus. As regards the latter group of ad-
versaries, it was a case of dogma against dogma, word
against word, doctrine against doctrine; but in Castellio's
demand for liberty he felt there was involved an attack
upon the fundamental principle of his own activities,
upon the very idea of unified authority, upon the essential
significance of orthodoxy; and, in warfare, a pacifist in
the ranks of the commander-in-chiePs army is more to be
feared than enemies in the open field. For the very rea-
son, therefore, that Melanchthon's letter enhanced Castel-
lio's prestige, Calvin's one desire, henceforward, was to
destroy Castellio utterly. The war was a war to the knife.

Just as, in the Servetus affair, when the campaign
became a campaign of annihilation, Calvin thrust aside
his man of straw, Nicolaus de la Fontaine, #nd drew his
own sword, so now, when he proposed to inflict a crush-
ing blow, he dismissed his hodman de Beze. He was no
longer concerned with right or wrong, with Holy Writ
and its interpretation, with truth or falsehood, but only
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